
SBMA Chairman and Administrator Wilma T. Eisma, along with former Hermosa Mayor Gaudencio Ferrer and Pastolan Chieftain 
Conrado Frenilla, formally opens the health clinic donated by the SBMA to the Pastolan Ayta tribe.(lower photo) SBMA Chairman 
and Administrator Wilma T. Eisma turns over the symbolic key to the Pastolan health clinic to Ayta elder Bonifacio Florentino.
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Subic 
Ayta tribe 
receives 
P4.9-M 
from 

SBMA
SUBIC BAY FREEPORT – The Subic Bay 
Metropolitan Authority (SBMA) re-
cently turned over community facilities 
worth P4.9 million to the Pastolan Ayta 
tribe here as part of the agency’s com-
mitment to promote the welfare of the 
indigenous community in this free port.
 	 SBMA Chairman and Administra-
tor Wilma T. Eisma formally handed over 
the donations consisting of a school-
house and a healthcare clinic to officials 
of the Ambala Ayta Tribe of Pastolan, 
whose ancestral lands form part of the 
Subic Bay Freeport Zone.
 	 Eisma said the donated infra-
structures are part of the agency’s com-
mitment under a Joint Management 
Agreement signed by the SBMA, the 
Ayta tribe, and the National Commission 
on Indigenous People (NCIP) that pro-
vides compensation for the use of part 
of the Ayta ancestral domain.
 	 The health clinic is expected to 
serve the 330 families living in the Ayta 
village, while the school building will be 
used by students in Grades 4 to 6.
 	 “I will do everything I can to give 
what is rightfully yours under the agree-
ment,” Eisma told the Ayta community 
led by Chieftain Conrado Frenilla during 
the turnover. “There may be times when 
I cannot grant other favors that you ask, 
but I assure you that if it’s within my 
power, I would,” she added.
 	 Former Hermosa, Bataan town 
mayor Gaudencio Ferrer, who was pres-
ent in the turnover, lauded the efforts of 
the SBMA in providing facilities to Ayta 
residents, whose village falls under the 

Members of the U.S. and Philippine Air Forces marked the successful completion of 
12 days of bilateral training and increased mutual cooperation during the seventh 
iteration of the Bilateral Air Continent Exchange – Philippines (BACE-P) at Cesar 
Basa Air Base, Pampanga. (U.S. Air Force photo by Staff Sgt. Anthony Small)
Pampanga — The U.S. Pacific Air Force and the Philippine Air Force (PAF) marked 
the close of the Bilateral Air Contingent Exercise-Philippines (BACE-P) at the Cesar 
Basa Air Base in Pampanga.
	 BACE-P was conducted from January 21 to February 1 and provided an op-
portunity for U.S. Air Force F-16s and PAF FA-50s fighter aircraft to practice interfly 
training and conduct subject matter expert exchanges including intelligence, flight 
line, and maintenance operations. (USEmbassy/Manila)
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Marine F-35B Lightning II 
fighters strike with 

externally-mounted ordnance

ABOARD USS WASP (LHD 1), EAST CHINA SEA
An F-35B Lightning II with the F-35B detachment of Medium Marine Tiltrotor Squadron 
262 (Reinforced) releases Guided Bomb Units on-target above the Pacific Ocean, Feb. 3, 
2019. Naval aviators with the detachment fly the Marine Corps' newest, most advanced 
multi-role fighter, the F-35B. The 31st Marine Expeditionary Unit, the Marine Corps’ 
only continuously forward-deployed MEU partnering with the Wasp Amphibious Ready 
Group, provides a flexible and lethal force ready to perform a wide range of military op-
erations as the premier crisis response force in the Indo-Pacific region. (U.S. Marine Corps 
photo by Maj. Jesse Peppers) 

Capt. George McArthur
31st MEU Communication Strategy and 
Operations

USS WASP, Philippine Sea – F-35B Lightning 
II aircraft with the fixed-wing detachment 
of Medium Marine Tiltrotor
Squadron 262 (Reinforced), 31st Marine 
Expeditionary Unit, conducted milestone 
flight operations with externally-loaded
inert and live ordnance in expeditionary 
strike training from the USS Wasp (LHD 1) 
in the Philippine and East China Seas,
Jan. 26 through Feb. 6.
	 During the missions, the fifth-gen-
eration fighters were loaded with CATM-9X 
air-to-air missiles and dropped inert and 
high-explosive munitions with precision 
Guided Bomb Units, including 500-pound 
GBU-12 Paveway II and 1,000-pound GBU-
32 Joint Direct Attack Munztion ordnance, 
according to LtCol. Michael Rountree, the 
F-35B detachment officer-in-charge with 
VMM-262 (REIN).
	 "We achieved mission success by 
using the full capabilities of the F-35B at 
sea. We flew sorties in both a clean config-
uration and a configuration with external 
pylons andweapons. We conduct ed these 
missions by launching from the USS Wasp, 
engaging role-player adversary aircraft, 
striking simulated targets with internally 
and externally mounted precision guided 
munitions, returning to the Wasp, and re-

covering via a vertical landing - a niche ca-
pability of the F-35B” said Rountree. “This 
was the first time that this level of train-
ing has been performed by an operation-
ally-deployed F-35B detachment with the 
31st MEU."
 	 This operational milestone marks 
the first time that F-35B aircraft performed 
strikes with ordnance fully- loaded in the 
Indo-Pacific region, demonstrating an in-
crease in lethality and integrated amphib-
ious capability, according to Col. Robert 
Brodie, commanding officer of the 31st 
MEU.
	 “The combination of stealth tactics 
and fully-loaded strike aircraft increases 
the lethality of the F-35B, enabling greater 
contribution and combat effectiveness by 
the Amphibious Ready Group/Marine Ex-
peditionary Unit Team,” said Brodie, a ca-
reer F/A-18 Hornet pilot. “The formidable 
and versatile capability of the F-35B pro-
vides a premier platform to support the 
Marine Air-Ground Task Force’s ability to 
own the fight in the dynamic and evolving 
Indo-Pacific environment.”
	 The 31st MEU, the Marine Corps’ 
only continuously forward-deployed MEU 
partnering with Wasp ARG, provides a 
flexible and lethal force ready to perform 
a wide range of military operations as the 
premier crisis response force in the In-
do-Pacific Region.

Marines with the F-35B Lightning II detachment of Medium Marine Tiltrotor Squadron 
262 (Reinforced) load a Guided Bomb Unit onto an F-35B fighter atop the flight deck 
aboard the amphibious assault ship USS Wasp (LHD 1), Philippine Sea, Feb. 3, 2019. Na-
val aviators with the detachment fly the Marine Corps' newest, most advanced multi-role 
fighter, the F-35B. The 31st Marine Expeditionary Unit, the Marine Corps’ only continu-
ously forward-deployed MEU partnering with the Wasp Amphibious Ready Group, pro-
vides a flexible and lethal force ready to perform a wide range of military operations as 
the premier crisis response force in the Indo-Pacific region. (U.S. Marine Corps photo by 
Lance Cpl. Kyle P. Bunyi) 

Tahong back in Bataan markets
SAMAL, Bataan -- Green mussels or “tahong” 
were again sold in Bataan markets on Satur-
day after the shellfish ban due to red tide 
was lifted on Thursday.
	 “Ngayon okay na, wala nang red 
tide sa Bataan. Maraming salamat (Now, it 
is already okay. There is no more red tide in 
Bataan. Thank you very much),” said Clarissa 
Boyo, tahong vendor in a makeshift stall in 
this town.
	 She said that one “gallon” of “ta-
hong” and oysters or “talaba” costs PHP100. 
She said oysters will be available on Sunday.
	 “Nakaka-miss kumain ng tahong. 
Paborito ito ng mga anak ko (We missed eat-
ing tahong. This is my children’s favorite),” 
Rina Saldana said while buying the shellfish.

	 The Bureau of Fisheries and Aquatic 
Resources (BFAR) issued a shellfish advisory 
on February 7 that the coastal waters in the 
towns of Orani, Samal, Abucay, Pilar, Orion, 
Limay, and Mariveles and the City of Balanga 
were already free from the red tide toxin.
	 Samples gathered from the area for 
three consecutive weeks were found nega-
tive for paralytic shellfish poison.
	 With the advisory, the harvest-
ing, gathering and marketing of shellfish in 
Bataan are now permitted as marine bivalve 
products are already safe for human con-
sumption.
	 On November 24 last year, BFAR is-
sued a shellfish ban due to the presence of 
red tide in Bataan. (PNA)

Measles in Central Luzon kills 6, 
infects 437
CITY OF SAN FERNANDO, Pampanga -- A De-
partment of Health (DOH) epidemiologist 
said Friday measles cases in Central Luzon 
spiked significantly as 96 percent of the af-
fected children in the region were unvacci-
nated.
	 “More children suffered the disease 
because their parents refused to bring them 
to health centers to avail of free vaccines,” 
Dr. Jesse Fantone, head of DOH’s Regional 
Epidemiology and Surveillance Unit (RESU) 
told the Philippine News Agency (PNA) in a 
telephone interview.
	 Data from the DOH-RESU showed a 
total of 437 cases and six deaths reported in 
Central Luzon from January 1 to February 7 
this year, compared to only 32 cases with no 
death during the same period last year.
	 Of the seven provinces in Central 
Luzon, Bulacan has the highest number of 
measles cases with 144, followed by Pam-
panga with 136; Tarlac with 89; Bataan with 
27; Zambales with 23; and Nueva Ecija with 
18. The province of Aurora had no measles 
case.
	 Of the six deaths, three were from 
Pampanga and one each in Bulacan, Bataan, 
and Zambales.
	 Regional health officials declared a 
measles outbreak in Central Luzon on Thurs-
day.
	 Fantone said the Dengvaxia scare is 
a minor reason why parents have failed to 
participate in the immunization program.
	 “Some of the parents reasoned out 
that they were busy and (that they live) far 
from the health centers. Thus, we have been 

doing a house-to-house immunization cam-
paign,” he said.
	 The health official said that the DOH 
has been conducting an outbreak response 
immunization in areas in the region where 
clustering of measles cases were reported 
since April last year.
	 He said this is aside from the mea-
sles routine immunization being conducted 
every Wednesday in all health centers of the 
region.
	 “Thus, I am appealing to parents to 
have their children vaccinated against this in-
fectious disease,” Fantone said as he assured 
that the DOH regional office has a sufficient 
supply of vaccines that could be availed of 
for free.
	 Likewise, he asked the local govern-
ment officials and other stakeholders to help 
them in this campaign.
	 “This measles outbreak can be con-
trolled. Let us stand to protect our children. 
Please help us inform the public that mea-
sles can be prevented through vaccination,” 
he added.
	 Babies from six to eight months old 
are immunized with the measles and rubella 
vaccine, while children nine months to four 
years old are given the measles, mumps and 
rubella vaccine.
	 Measles is a highly infectious and 
communicable disease caused by a virus. 
Symptoms include high fever, cough, con-
junctivitis and colds.
	 If not properly managed, it can lead 
to complications, such as blindness, enceph-
alitis, pneumonia, diarrhea and even death. 

EPs, CLOAs for 1,000 agrarian 
reform beneficiaries

About 1,000 agrarian reform beneficiaries in 
Central Luzon are set to receive their individ-
ual Emancipation Patents and Certificates of 
Land Ownership Awards on February 13 in a 
ceremony in Talavera, Nueva Ecija. Serving as 
the highlight of the awarding ceremony will 
be the distribution of the remaining 47.52 
hectares of agrarian reform lands in Hacienda 
Luisita in Tarlac where more than 72 beneficia-
ries passed the rigorous screening process of 
Department of Agrarian Reform. (DAR Tarlac 
File Photo)

CITY OF SAN FERNANDO, Pampanga, 
-- About 1,000 agrarian reform ben-
eficiaries in Central Luzon are set to 
receive their individual Emancipation 
Patents and Certificates of Land Own-
ership Award (CLOAs) on February 13 
in a ceremony in Talavera, Nueva Eci-
ja.
 	 Department of Agrarian Re-
form (DAR) Regional Director Homer 
Tobias disclosed that those to be 
awarded covers  895 hectares of agri-
cultural lands in 70 municipalities and 
cities.
 	 “More than half or 492 of 
these new landowners representing 
12 agrarian reform beneficiaries orga-
nizations will also receive nine hand 
tractors with trailers and three shal-
low tube well/water pumps,” he add-
ed.
 	 Serving as the highlight of 
the awarding ceremony will be the 
distribution of the remaining 47.52 
hectares of agrarian reform lands in 
Hacienda Luisita in Tarlac where more 
than 72 beneficiaries passed the rig-
orous screening process of DAR.
 	 The distribution of the re-
maining sugarcane lands is a result 
of the July 5, 2011 decision of the 

Supreme Court in the case 
Hacienda Luisita, Inc. (HLI) 
versus Presidential Agrarian 
Reform Council (PARC), the 
policy-making body of the 
Comprehensive Agrarian Re-
form Program.
 	 In the decision, the 
high court declared the va-
lidity of PARC Resolution 
No. 2005-32-01 dated De-
cember 22, 2005 which re-
voked the Stock Distribution 
Option Agreement between 
HLI and the farmers or farm 
workers citing certain viola-
tions in the provisions of the 
agreement.
 	 Subsequent reso-
lutions of the court also af-
firmed the resolution of the 
PARC mandating the imme-
diate distribution of agricul-
tural lands within Hacienda 
Luisita. (CLJD-PIA 3)

AROUND CENTRAL LUZON 
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NLEX Ciudad de Victoria 
Interchange

Pinangunahan nina House Speaker Gloria Macapagal-Arroyo (kaliwa) at Public Works 
and Highways Secretary Mark Villar (pangalawa mula kanan) ang Groundbreaking 
Ceremony para sa Ciudad de Victoria Interchange ng North Luzon Expressway. (Shane 
F. Velasco)
BOCAUE, Bulacan -- Pinangunahan nina 
House Speaker Gloria Macapagal-Arroyo 
at Public Works and Highways Secretary 
Mark Villar ang Groundbreaking Cere-
mony para sa Ciudad de Victoria Inter-
change ng North Luzon Expressway o 
NLEX.
	 Ayon kay Villar, nagkakahalaga 
ang proyekto ng P635 milyon na nagla-
layong tugunan ang matinding trapiko 
sa Bocaue Exit ng NLEX at sa matagal na 
pagtukod ng mga sasakyan sa kahabaan 
ng Governor Fortunato Halili Road sa 
Santa Maria.
	 Ang interchange ay isang uri ng 
imprastraktura na may tulay na tatawid 
sa ibabaw ng NLEX, mula sa bahagi na 
malapit sa munisipyo ng Bocaue papun-
tang Ciudad de Victoria at pabalik. Mag-
kakaroon ito ng entry at exit ramps sa 
magkabilang panig ng NLEX.
	 Bukod sa itatayong interchange, 
maglalatag ng dalawang bagong daan 
upang ikabit ito sa MacArthur Highway 
sa bahagi ng Bocaue at isang papunta 
na diretso sa Santa Maria Bypass Road. 
Tig-apat na linya o tig-dalawang salubun-

gan na daan ang mga kalsadang ito.
	 Sasabayan naman ito ng rehabil-
itasyon ng mga kalsadang nasa loob ng 
Ciudad de Victoria, pagtatayo ng tulay ng 
San Gabriel sa Santa Maria at paglalatag 
ng isa pang bagong daan papuntang Pa-
tubig sa Marilao.
	 Bilang isang Tourism Enterprise 
Zone, matatagpuan sa Ciudad de Victo-
ria ang mga pasilidad panturismo gaya 
ng Philippine Arena at Philippine Sports 
Stadium na pinamamahalaan ng Maliga-
ya Development Corporation.
	 Sa talumpati ni Atty. Glicerio P. 
Santos IV, Chief Operating Officer ng Ma-
ligaya Development Corporation, nag-
pasalamat ito kay Villar sa pagtitiyak na 
matatapos ang proyekto sa Nobyembre 
17.
	 Ayon pa kay Santos, tamang 
tama ang pagtatapos sa proyekto sa tak-
dang panahon dahil magagamit ito agad 
sa paparating na 30th Southeast Asian 
Games kung saan kabilang ang Philip-
pine Arena at Philippine Sports Stadium 
sa mga gagamiting pasilidad. (PIA 3)

DSWD housing project sa Botolan

Pumirma ng kasunduan ang Department of Social Welfare and Development at 
Armed Forces of the Philippines para sa pagkumpleto sa proyektong pabahay sa Ka-
inomayan Village sa Botolan, Zambales. (DSWD FO 3)

IBA, Zambales -- Tutulong ang Armed 
Forces of the Philippines o AFP sa pag-
kumpleto sa proyektong pabahay ng De-
partment of Social Welfare and Develop-
ment o DSWD sa bayan ng Botolan.
 	 Sa ilalim ng Kikilos ang Sandatah-
ang Lakas Aagapay sa Pabahay ng Core 
Shelter Assistance Program o CSAP, ku-
kumpletuhin ng mga kasundaluhan ang 
konstruksyon ng mga nalalabing bahay sa 
Kainomayan Village.
	  Sinabi ni Lt. Col. Fernando G. Ba-
lona, opisyal na in charge sa proyekto, 
may kabuuang 105 yunit ang inaasahang 

matatapos sa loob ng 30 working days 
ng 20 kasundaluhan.
 	 Samantala, nagpasalamat ang 
Municipal Social Welfare and Develop-
ment Office sa AFP dahil sa manpower 
na ilalaan nito para matapos ang na-
turang proyekto.
 	 Ang CSAP ay programa ng DSWD 
na naglalayong magbigay ng matitibay 
na shelter units sa mga komunidad na 
apektado ng kalamidad o yung mga 
naninirahan sa mga lubhang napakade-
likadong lugar. (PIA 3)

Blas F. Ople Livelihood Center, pinasinayaan

Pinangunahan nina Commission on Audit Chairperson Michael G. Aguinaldo (pan-
gatlo mula kaliwa) at Governor Wilhelmino M. Sy-Alvarado (kanan) ang paghahawi 
ng tabingng panandang pang-alaala na nagpapangalan sa bagong tayong gusaling 
pangkabuhayan sa bakuran ng Kapitolyo sa Malolos bilang Blas F. Ople Livelihood 
Training Center. Ito ang nagsilbing sentro ng pagdiriwang ng Ika-92 taong birth an-
niversary ni Ople na nanilbihan bilang Senate President, Labor and Employment Sec-
retary at Foreign Affairs Secretary. (PIA 3)

LUNGSOD NG MALOLOS, -- Pormal nang 
pinasinayaan ang panandang pang-alaala 
na nagpapangalan sa bagong tayong gu-
saling pangkabuhayan sa bakuran ng Kap-
itolyo sa Malolos bilang Blas F. Ople Liveli-
hood Training Center. 
 	 Pinangunahan nina Commission 
on Audit Chairperson Michael G. Aguinal-
do at Governor Wilhelmino M. Sy-Alvara-
do ang paghahawi ng tabing bilang sen-
tro ng pagdiriwang ng Ika-92 taong birth 
anniversary ni Ople na nanilbihan bilang 
Senate President, Labor and Employment 
Secretary at Foreign Affairs Secretary.
 	 Sinaksihan ito ng kanyang mga 
kaanak sa pangunguna ng asawang si Su-
sana Ople at mga anak na sina Susan Ople 
na Pangulo ng Blas F. Ople Policy Center 
and Training Institute at ni Bokal Toti Ople 
ng Unang Distrito ng Bulacan. 
 	 Matatandaan na noong isang taon 
lamang, nilagdaan ni Alvarado ang Pan-
lalawigang Kapasyahan 048-T18 na nag-
papangalan sa naturang gusali sa kanyang 
karangalan.
 	 Sinimulan itong itayo noong 2017 
at natapos noong 2018 sa halagang P7.4 
milyon, ayon sa Provincial Engineering Of-
fice.
 	 Isa itong dalawang palapag na gu-

sali na may anim na silid. Bawat silid ay 
nakalaan sa partikular na kurso gaya ng 
Hilot Wellness, House Keeping, Bread 
and Pastry Production, Food Produc-
tion, at Japanese Language Training.
 	 Dito din ang tanggapan ng Pro-
vincial Youth, Sports and Public Employ-
ment Service Office o PysPESO.
 	 Ayon kay PysPESO head Eliz-
abeth Alonzo, ang pagkakatayo ng 
ngayo’y Blas F. Ople Livelihood Training 
Center ay katuparan ng isang matagal 
nang pinapangarap ng pamahalaang 
panlalawigan. 
 	 Layunin aniya nito na lahat ng 
magsasanay dito ay maihanda sa pagku-
ha at pagkakapasa sa NC II na ipinagka-
kaloob ng Technical Education and Skills 
Development Authority.
 	 Binigyang diin naman ni Alvara-
do na ipinagalan ang nasabing gusali 
kay Ople dahil sa malaking ambag sa 
larangan ng paggawa at hanapbuhay sa 
bansa.
 	 Samantala, ang naunang pinan-
galanan na Gusaling Blas Ople noong 
2004 ay ibabalik sa orihinal na pan-
galang Hiyas ng Bulacan Cultural Center 
and Museum.  (PIA 3)

SPES program sa Tarlac, 113 
estudyante nakinabang

LUNGSOD NG TARLAC-- May kabuuang 113 es-
tudyante sa Tarlac ang tumanggap ng mga tseke 
mula sa Department of Labor and Employment o 
DOLE matapos maging benepisyaryo ng Special 
Program for the Employment of Students o SPES.
 	 Ayon kay DOLE Tarlac Field Office Head Au-
rita Laxamana, ang mga benipisyaryo ay mga mag-

aaral sa kolehiyo at nagtrabaho 
sa mga opisina ng pamahalaang 
panlalawigan sa loob ng 20 
araw.
 	 Bawat benepisyaryo ay 
nakatanggap ng 3,629.44 piso 
mula sa DOLE na 40 porsyento 
ng kanilang kabuuang sahod 
pagkat ang 60 porsyento ay nag-
mumula sa pamahalaang lalaw-
igan.
 	 Inatasan ang mga ito 
bilang survey personnel, encod-
ers, tax mappers, office assis-
tants, front desk personnel at 
iba pa.
 	 Ang SPES ay programa 
ng DOLE na tumutulong sa mga 
mahihirap pero karapat-dapat 
na mag-aaral ituloy ang kanil-
ang edukasyon habang nagta-
trabaho.
 	 Pahayag pa ni Laxama-
na, ang mga estudyante na edad 
15-30 ay maaaring mag-aplay 
sa programa ngunit kinakailan-
gan na ito ay walang bagsak na 
marka at kabilang sa mahirap na 
pamilya. (PIA 3)

Nagbigay tulong at alalay ang Department of La-
bor and Employment katuwang ang Pamahalaang 
Panlalawigan sa may 113 estudyante sa Tarlac na 
tumanggap ng kanilang mga tseke sa ilalim ng Spe-
cial Program for the Employment of Students. (Cherie 
Joyce V. Flores/PIA 3)



IN THE NAVY

SHARE SHOES AT THE SM STORE

VIRGINIA BEACH, Va. . Ensign Rosemary Conaster (later Mariner), assigned to Fleet Com-
posite Squadron (VC) 2, prepares for a flight in a Grumman S-2 Tracker antisubmarine 
aircraft at Naval Air Station Oceana in Virginia Beach, Virginia, Jan. 9, 1975. (U.S. Navy 
photo)

All-Female Flyover for Naval 
Aviation Pioneer Capt. Mariner

Subic Ayta Tribe.................................................................from page 01

By Mass Communication Specialist 3rd 
Class (SW/AW) Sara. L. Eshleman , Navy 
Public Affairs Support Element East

NORFOLK, Virginia (NNS) -- Honoring the 
life and legacy of a female pioneer in Na-
val aviation, the U.S. Navy will conduct 
Feb. 2 the first ever all-female flyover in 
Maynardville, Tennessee. Officially re-
ferred to as a “Missing Man Flyover,” the 
tribute will be part of the funeral service 
for one of the Navy’s first female jet pi-
lots retired Navy Captain Rosemary Mar-
iner, who passed away Jan. 24 following 
a long and brave fight with cancer.
	 After completing flight training 
in 1974, Mariner was designated a naval 
aviator and received her Wings of Gold 
to became the Navy’s first female jet pi-
lot flying the A-4E/L “Skyhawk” and the 
A-7E “Corsair II.”
	 She also was the first female mil-
itary aviator to achieve command of an 
operational air squadron. During Oper-
ation Desert Storm, Mariner command-

VIRGINIA BEACH, Va. Ensign Rosemary 
Conaster (later Mariner), assigned to Fleet 
Composite Squadron (VC) 2, makes pre-
flight checks of the main gear of a Grum-
man S-2 Tracker antisubmarine aircraft at 
Naval Air Station Oceana in Virginia Beach, 
Virginia, Jan. 9, 1975. (U.S. Navy photo)

ed Tactical Electronic Warfare Squad-
ron Thirty-Four (VAQ-34). In 1982, she 
reached yet another milestone by being 
among the first females to serve aboard 
a U.S. Navy warship, USS Lexington, and 
qualifying as a Surface Warfare Officer.
	 Mariner retired from the U.S. 
Navy in 1997 after obtaining the rank of 
captain and logging seventeen carrier ar-
rested landings, or “traps,” and complet-
ing over 3,500 flight hours in 15 different 
aircraft.
	 The Missing Man Flyover is a 
special tribute honoring the service of 
aviators who have died serving their 
country. The maneuver features four air-
craft flying above the funeral service in 
formation as one of the aircraft leaves 
the formation and climbs vertically into 
the heavens.
	 All of the female aviators partici-
pating in the flyover are from squadrons 
based at Naval Air Station (NAS) Oceana 
and will be flying F/A-18E/F “Super Hor-
nets.” The event is significant because it 
is emblematic of the growing role wom-
en play in the military.
	 The flyover is especially mean-
ingful to Lt. Emily Rixey, assigned to 
Strike Fighter Weapons School Atlantic, a 
participant in the commemoration.               
	 “I find it important to honor 
Capt. Mariner and the other female avia-
tors who have come before us,” she said. 
“They paved the way for us and they’re 
the reason I’m able to participate in this 
flyover.”
	 Cmdr. Leslie Mintz, executive 
officer of Strike Fighter Squadron (VFA) 
213, expressed similar sentiments.
	 “I’m truly honored and humbled 
to be a part of this flyover,” Mintz said. 
“This formation flyover is a great way to 
honor Capt. Mariner’s memory and what 
she has done for our community.”               
	 Lt. Cmdr. Paige Blok, a naval avi-
ator with VFA-32, echoes her colleagues’ 
statements.               
	 “Honoring a life of service is al-
ways a privilege,” said Blok. “We’re lucky 
to honor Capt. Mariner in our own spe-
cial way.”               
	 The other aviators participating 
in the flyover are Cmdr. Stacy Uttecht, 
Commanding Officer, VFA-32; Lt. Cmdr. 
Danielle Thiriot, VFA-106; Lt. Cmdr. Jen-
nifer Hesling, NAS Oceana; Lt. Christy Ta-
lisse, VFA-211; Lt. Amanda Lee, VFA-81; 
and Lt. Kelly Harris, VFA-213.

VIRGINIA BEACH, Va.. Naval aviators participating in a flyover to honor the life and lega-
cy of retired Navy Capt. Rosemary Mariner pose for a photo in a hangar bay at Naval Air 
Station Oceana in Virginia Beach, Virginia, Jan. 31, 2019. The U.S. Navy is scheduled to 
conduct the first ever all-female flyover Feb. 2 in Maynardville, Tennessee as part of the 
funeral service for Mariner, a female Naval aviation pioneer. Back row, from left to right: 
Lt. Christy Talisse, Lt. Emily Rixey, Lt. Cmdr. Jennifer Hesling, Lt. Kelly Harris, Lt. Amanda 
Lee. Front row from left to right: Lt. Cmdr. Danielle Thiriot, Cmdr. Stacy Uttecht, Cmdr. 
Leslie Mintz, and Lt. Cmdr. Paige Blok. (U.S. Navy photo by Mass Communication Special-
ist 3rd Class Raymond Maddocks/)

Give the less fortunate children and fam-
ilies a gift of new pairs of shoes this year 
with The SM Store’s “Share Shoes” cam-
paign. 
	 Shoes are essential in our life’s 
journey.  And for less fortunate children, 
a new pair of shoes will allow them to 
walk safely as they perform their dai-
ly chores and go from home to school. 
Good shoes also inspire us to work hard 
because with new pairs of shoes, we can 
start taking little steps towards achieving 
our dreams. 
	 In this joint project of The SM 
Store and SM Shoes Department, booths 
have been set up in all The SM Store 
branches nationwide. Shoppers can now 
have the chance to donate pre-loved and 
brand new pairs of shoes from February 
15- April 15, 2019. 

	 Each donation entitles a custom-
er with a Php 50 discount coupon which 
can be redeemed for every minimum 
Php 500 single-receipt purchase of any 
regular-priced shoes or footwear from 
The SM Store. Coupons are valid until 
April 15, 2020
	 All donated shoes will be for the 
benefit of Caritas and SM Foundation 
beneficiaries. 
	 Share Shoes is one of the ways 
The SM Store and its customers work 
together to share blessings to the less 
fortunate. These donations will certainly 
bring hope and smiles to all beneficiaries 
nationwide. 
	 Other upcoming projects are Do-
nate-A-Book; Give the Gift of Wellness 
and Share-A-Toy 2019. 
(SMOL PR)

The SM Store “Share Shoes” campaign.  Donate pre-loved and brand new shoes at 
The SM Store from February 15- April 15, 2019 and help give new shoes to Caritas 
and SM Foundation beneficiaries. 

SM Shoppers can purchase these new shoes from The SM Store Shoes Department 
and donate these to  this year’s “Share Shoes” campaign.

political jurisdiction of Hermosa.
 	 “Madam Chairman, thank you 
for giving us this wonderful school build-
ing,” Ferrer said. “It is not just a simple 
school that was given to you,” he told 
the residents, “but you received the 
most beautiful classroom in Bataan.”
 	 According to Armie Llamas, man-
ager of the SBMA Public Relations De-
partment, barangay health workers will 
man the clinic, but the SBMA will also 
provide a medical doctor to regularly see 
patients at the clinic. Consultations with 
the doctor will be held during Saturdays, 

from 9:00 a.m. to 12:00 noon, Llamas 
added.
 	 Meanwhile, school principal Jake 
Bautista said the new school building will 
be converted into rooms for Mathemat-
ics and Science classes, aside from serv-
ing as additional classrooms for pupils in 
Grades 4 to 6 who shared just one room 
previously.
	 Teachers added that the new 
school building will be more conducive 
to learning, and hence would encourage 
more local children to go to school. 


