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Subic is still
Region 3
top tourist
attraction
SUBIC BAY FREEPORT — This premier
commercial and industrial center has
maintained its hold as the best tourist
destination in Central Luzon in the last six
years based on the number of local and
foreign tourist arrivals.
According to the Department of
Tourism (DoT) in Region 3 in its 2018 Report on the Regional Distribution of Travelers, the Subic Bay Freeport recorded a
total of 1,729,435 guest arrivals last year
out of the total 4,144,130 posted in the
region.
This represented 41.73% of the
total guest arrivals recorded the seven
provinces of Central Luzon and the two
economic zones of Subic and Clark Freeport in Pampanga.
Of these nine destinations, Zambales followed as second best destination with 674,359 arrivals, while Clark
was a distant third with 473,162.
The rest performed as follows:
Bulacan, 451,426; Nueva Ecija, 305,603;
Pampanga, 266,612; Aurora, 176,818;
Bataan, 53,339; and Tarlac, 13,376.
The DoT report indicated that
most of the guests that arrived in Central Luzon were domestic tourists, with a
total count of 3,798,848. Foreign arrivals
were recorded at 338,305 while overseas
guests numbered 6,977.
Subic recorded the most number
of guest arrivals in December last year
see Top Tourist magnet, page 02
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Tourists pose for a souvenir shot at the Subic Bay Freeport

SBMA
‘war on waste’
SUBIC BAY FREEPORT — The country’s
premier free port maintains its reputation as home to booming industries and
businesses amidst a thriving natural environment due to the collective effort of
stakeholders here to minimize waste.
Subic Bay Metropolitan Authority (SBMA) Ecology Center manager Amethya Dela Llana said more Subic Freeport companies have joined the agency’s
“War on Waste” program since the start
of the Recyclable Collection Event (RCE)
project in 2016.
“Our business locators now see
the benefits of properly disposing trash:
it’s orderly and more efficient, as well as
economical,” Dela Llana said on Thursday during the 6th RCE held at the former mini-golf course along Waterfront
Road here.
The participating companies
brought to the collection event various
recyclable items like used car batteries,
cardboard and paper scraps, and light
see ‘war on waste’, page 02

Volunteers teach the art of turning recyclable items into reusable or alternative-use products during the 6th SBMA Recyclable
Collection Event on Thursday.

Therma Mobile inks Power Supply contract with Meralco
AboitizPower subsidiary Therma Mobile,
Inc. (TMO) has signed a power supply
agreement (PSA) with Manila Electric
Co. (Meralco).
“This contract is a timely response of both AboitizPower and Meralco to the call of government for stable
and reliable power going into the midterm elections and beyond,” AboitizPower Oil Business Unit President and COO
Celso C. Caballero III said.
TMO, with four floating power
barges moored in Navotas, has a combined gross capacity of 242 MW. The facility went into preservation mode on the
5th of February this year, as well as voluntarily disconnected from the grid and
de-registered from the energy market.
It is currently expected to be

registered again with the Independent
Electricity Market Operator of the Philippines Inc. (IEMOP) on April 22, 2019 and
delivery of power to Meralco will commence on April 26, 2019.
The oil-fired barges in Navotas
are considered ideal for providing peaking supply and ancillary services with its
operational flexibility and the ability to
start up quickly to respond to the needs
of the grid. TMO will provide Meralco
with up to 200 MW of additional power.
The Oil Business Unit of AboitizPower operates five oil-fired power facilities in Luzon, Visayas, and Mindanao.
AboitizPower has a balanced mix
portfolio of coal, oil, geothermal, hydro,
and solar power plants nationwide.

AboitizPower subsidiary Therma Mobile, Inc. (TMO) is back online after signing a Power Supply
Agreement with Manila Electric Co. (Meralco). By providing ample and reliable energy supply
when needed, the re-entry of TMO into the market is seen to help address the current power situation in Luzon.
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Companies located at the Subic Bay Freeport Zone bring
recyclable items to the 6th SBMA Recyclable Collection
Event on Thursday.
bulbs.
“It has been our company’s initiative to properly dispose of our hazardous wastes, being a company
that conducts inspection, verification and tests on various products such as gas, oil and other chemicals,” said
Marge Lingad, the administrative officer of SGS Subic.
Lingad said the firm used to outsource treatment of wastes generated by their operation. “But now
we have found an economical way to dispose of these
and at the same time, help raise funds for the environment,” she added.
Recyclable items generated through the SBMA
project are sold to recyclers, and proceeds are donated
to the ABS-CBN Lingkod Kapamilya Foundation, which
funds the Bantay Kalikasan, an organization that promotes healthy environment for local communities.
In the recently concluded 6th RCE, the SBMA
Ecology Center recognized Hanjin Heavy Industries and
Construction Co., Ltd. for religiously donating recyclable trash since the pilot collection event three years
ago, as well as for donating recyclable trash worth
P32,160 during the previous RCE.
Apart from Hanjin, the companies recognized
for their contributions to the recycling project include
Subic Truckboy, SGS (Subic Bay) Inc., Broadband Broadcast Services, Nidec Subic Philippines, Sanyo Denki
Phils. Inc., Koryo Subic, Subic Bay International Terminal Corp. (SBITC), Wistron Infocomm Phils., Mateen
Tokyo Intl. Inc., and Apollo Subic International Trading
Corp.
Among the SBMA departments, meanwhile,
the Procurement and Property Management Department (PPMD) was recognized for turning in recyclables
worth P297,380 at the 5th RCE in November 2018.
In a short program that kicked off the 6th RCE,
Dela Llana pointed out that when astronauts go to outer space, they experience the “overview effect” where
they feel how fragile the earth is.
“I hope we do not have to go to outer space
just to realize how fragile the earth is. With the series
of earthquakes and aftershocks, let us help our environment adapt to the changes by doing environmentally-sound practices,” she added.
Dela Llana also announced that recyclable
items like old tires, expired medicines, rubber shoes/
slippers, and used clothes will also be accepted in the
next collection event.
The RCE is part of the SBMA’s “War on Waste”
program that also included an anti-littering drive, regulated use of plastic straws and plastic bags for wet
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Five dead in 6.1 Magnitude
quake in Pampanga

QUAKE FATALITY. Authorities find a still unidentified fatality buried beneath rubbles in the collapsed Chuzon
Supermarket in Porac, Pampanga as a result of a strong
earthquake on Monday (April 22, 2019). The Philippine
Institute of Volcanology and Seismology traced the epicenter of the tremor in Castillejos, Zambales. (Photo by
Marna del Rosario)
CITY OF SAN FERNANDO, Pampanga — Five persons
were confirmed to have died in this province as a result
of a powerful earthquake on Monday.
The Philippine Institute of Volcanology and
Seismology traced the epicenter of the 6.1-magnitude
temblor in Castillejos, Zambales.
Based on the latest report from the Pampanga
Provincial Disaster and Risk Reduction and Management Council (PDRRMC), three of the fatalities were
trapped inside the Chuzon Supermarket in Porac town
while the two others were hit by a collapsed wall in Barangay Sta. Cruz, Lubao town, both in this province.
Governor Lilia Pineda said the identities of the
fatalities are still being verified.
She said 20 persons have so far been rescued
from the collapsed supermarket and brought to the
nearest hospital.
"There is ongoing rescue operation in the area,"
she said.
The PDRRMC report said there are still some 35
persons believed to be trapped in the collapsed supermarket.
Pineda appealed to the Department of Public
Works and Highways to send more cranes to be utilized
for the rescue operation. (PNA)
TOP TOURIST MAGNET................from page 01
with 182,885, followed by 166,799 in April and 163,384
in May.
Central Luzon’s top tourist markets, the DoT
also said, were Korea at 107,247 arrivals; Unites States
of America, 52,249; China, 26,497; Japan, 12,686; and
Australia, 9,823.
Subic Bay Metropolitan Authority (SBMA)
Chairman and Administrator Wilma T. Eisma took pride
in the DoT findings and said that SBMA efforts to surpass its own tourism performance in the last few years
were paying off.
“This is the result not only of the SBMA, or of
the tourism establishments in Subic to draw more tourists, but of the whole Freeport community to make our
place cleaner, safer, more secure and providing more
memorable experiences,” Eisma said.
“The SBMA, the residents of the Freeport, and
the companies, schools and other institutions that operate in the Subic Bay Freeport have been working hard
together to maintain this outstanding tourism rating,
and I’m so glad that we’re getting outstanding results,”
she added.
The Subic Bay Freeport Zone has registered that
highest number of local and foreign tourists in Central
Luzon since 2013, according to figures compiled by the
Department of Tourism.
In 2012, the DoT also named Subic the “Premier Convention Capital of Central Luzon.”
Subic has also been variously referred to as
“Triathlon Capital” and “Theme Park Capital” of the
country in recognition of its drawing power in sports
and adventure tourism.
Chairman Eisma also noted that Subic has been
named the fifth “hottest” destination in the Philippines
today by Traveloka, which is Southeast Asia’s leading
online booking platform for hotels.
This was after Subic recorded a +95% in tourist
arrivals from 2018 to 2019, which was higher than the
average 74% increase for the top 12 local destinations
that Traveloka has monitored for the same period.
As the fifth hottest destination in terms of visitors count, Subic only came after Basco in Batanes,
which was at the top slot with +386% arrivals; Legazpi City, +197%; General Santos City, +174%; and Laoag
City, +160%.
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Holy Week observance
generally peaceful in
Central Luzon

CAMP OLIVAS, Pampanga -- The observance of the Holy
Week in Central Luzon was generally peaceful, with no
crime incident reported, the Police Regional Office 3
(PRO3) said Monday.
Police Brig. Gen. Joel Napoleon Coronel, PRO3
director, said "no untoward incident happened during
the Holy Week" owing to the tight security measures
carried out by police personnel.
Coronel said the peaceful Lent observance can
be attributed to the early deployment of some 5,500
PNP personnel to ensure the safety and security of the
general public, especially in the pilgrimage sites and
churches in the region.
“We have deployed additional 500 personnel
just for the Holy Week alone and I commend them for
their assiduousness in performing their duties which
paid off,” he said.
Coronel also thanked the public for their cooperation.
“Once again, I am asking the public for their
continued support all throughout the election period,”
the PRO3 director said.
“Our
hotline
numbers
09998838327/09176235700 are always reachable and
our police stations are open 24/7. So, do not hesitate
to report any relevant information relative to our anti-criminality campaign,” Coronel said.
He added that the police assistance desks and
motorists assistance centers are in place until the third
week of June in convergence points, particularly in
bus terminals, airport, seaports and recreational areas
including highways, main thoroughfares, and crimeprone areas to ensure maximum police presence. (PNA)

Flight operations suspended,
7 hurt as quake damages
Clark airport

The damage caused by the powerful earthquake at the departure area of the Clark International Airport on Monday

CLARK, Pampanga -- At least seven people sustained
minor injuries when a part of the ceiling at the check-in
lobby of the Clark International Airport collapsed after
a magnitude 6.1 earthquake hit parts of Luzon on Monday.
Jaime Melo, president of the Clark International Airport Corporation (CIAC), said the victims were
rushed for treatment at a nearby hospital.
Meanwhile, he also announced that operations
at the CIAC were suspended for 24 hours beginning 7:40
p.m. due to the damage caused by the strong quake.
Melo said the airport will be closed for the assessment of the extent of damage caused by the strong
tremor.
"We have to ensure the soundness of the building structure and other facilities as we are assessing
other structural damages around the airport," he said.
"The move is to ensure the safety of the passengers.”
Based on the initial assessment of the CIAC, the
Clark control tower sustained a broken glass panel.
The Clark passenger terminal building likewise
had damages.
The runway and taxiway, were, however, spared
by the tremor. (PNA)

CLEARING OPERATION. The Pampanga 2nd District Engineering Office clears the debris from the collapsed boundary arch between Pampanga and Bataan following the
magnitude 6.1 earthquake that jolted parts of Luzon on
Monday (April 22, 2019). (Photo courtesy of DPWH-Central Luzon)
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BALITA SA WIKANG PINOY

SSS benefit for involuntarily DILG puri ang Pampanga sa
separated workers
mabilis na pagtugon sa lindol
LUNGSOD NG SAN FERNANDO, Pampanga -- Pinuri ng Department of the Interior
and Local Government o DILG ang Pampanga Provincial Disaster Risk Reduction
and Management Council o PDRRMC dahil sa mabilis na pagtugon matapos ang
6.1 magnitude na lindol nitong Lunes.
Sa kanyang ulat sa isinagawang
Situation Briefing na pinangunahan ni
Pangulong Rodrigo R. Duterte, sinabi ni
DILG Secretary Eduardo M. Año na agad
na naitayo ang Command Center sa bayan
ng Porac dahil nakapagpulong agad ang
PDRRMC matapos ang lindol.
Naipakita din ang Bayanihan ng
mga Kapampangan pagkat nang malaman na napuruhan ang Porac ay agad
nagpadala ng mga rescue teams ang mga
katabing bayan at lungsod.
Ang mabilis na response time ay
dahil din aniya sa regular na pagdaraos ng

Social Security System Luzon Central 2 Division Vice President Gloria Corazon Andrada explains
the unemployment benefit for its members who lost their jobs. (Marie Joy L. Simpao/PIA 3)

CITY OF SAN FERNANDO, Pampanga -Members of Social Security System (SSS)
who lost their jobs may now avail of the
new unemployment benefit.
SSS Luzon Central 2 Division Vice
President Gloria Corazon Andrada said
the new benefit is for involuntarily separated employees as well as Overseas Filipino Workers.
“When an employee is involuntarily separated, that means he or she
lost the job beyond his or her control.
Examples of these are business closure,
retrenchment and downsizing. But if an
employee is dismissed due to negligence
or misconduct, he or she is not eligible to
this new benefit,” Andrada clarified.
An employee may claim 50 percent of his or her monthly salary times
two or a total of 100 percent.
“To avail this benefit, the employee must have at least 36 contributions

and 12 of those contributions should be
paid within the 18-month period,” she
said.
The benefit can be claimed only
once every three years and not every
time that an employee got separated or
laid off from work.
“This is also one way by which
we can help our members who were separated from their jobs so they have money to provide for their needs or may use
to start a small business while looking for
another job,” she said.
Those who are separated from
work due to natural and man-made calamities and disasters are also eligible to
claim.
Unemployment benefit is the
seventh benefit given by SSS to its members. It is one of the salient features under Republic Act 1199 which took effect
last March 5. (PIA 3)

earthquake drill at presensya ng mga lokal na ehekutibo.
Samantala, magpapalabas ng
kautusan ang DILG sa mga lokal na
pamahalaan na suspendihin ang business permitng lahat ng branchesng
Chuzon Supermarket habang isinasagawa ang assessment ng structural integrity ng lahat ng mga gusali nito.
Base sa inisyal na ulat, ang
pundasyon ng gusali ng bumagsak na
branch nito sa Porac ay hindi sapat para
suportahan ang apat na palapag. Ang
gusali ay para lamang sa dalawang palapag.
Bukod dito, ipinag-utos din ng
DILG ang pagsasagawa ng infrastructure auditsa lahat ng mga gusali partikular ang mga paaralan at tanggapan ng
pamahalaan. (CLJD/CJFV-PIA 3)

Pinakamahahabang prusisyon ng Biyernes
Santo sa Bulacan

10,000 jobs up for grabs in Central
Luzon Labor Day Job Fair
Tampok sa isa sa 121 mga karosa na iprinusisyon sa Baliwag, Bulacan nitong Biyernes
Santo, ang paglutang at paglakad ni Kristo sa ibabaw ng dagat na sa una'y ikinatakot
ng kanyang mga apostol na nakasakay sa bangka. Ayon sa inilabas na listahan ng
Esculturas Religiosas en Las Filipinas, na kinatigan ng Department of Tourism Region
III, sa Bulacan natutunghayan ang walong pinakamahahabang prusisyon ng Biyernes
Santo sa Pilipinas. Pinakamahaba rito ang iprinuprusisyon sa bayan ng Baliwag. (PIA
3)

About 10,000 local and overseas careers will be up for grabs during the 117th Labor
Day Job Fair in Central Luzon. Anchored on the theme “Pagpupugay sa Manggagawang Pilipino,” it will be heldat Kingsborough International Convention Center in the
City of San Fernando. (DOLE)
CITY OF SAN FERNANDO, Pampanga -- ers, waiters and waitresses, masons, bakAbout 10,000 local and overseas careers ers and housekeepers.
“I invite our jobseekers to parwill be up for grabs during the 117th Labor
ticipate in the job fair and ready themDay Job Fair in Central Luzon.
Anchored on the theme “Pagpu- selves with their proper business attire,
pugay sa Manggagawang Pilipino,” it will bring multiple copies of resumes, school
be held at Kingsborough International credentials, certificates of employment,
Convention Center in the City of San Fer- clearances, photos, passport for overseas
applicants, and other pertinent pre-emnando.
“This year’s Mega Job Fair is aimed ployment documents needed by employat the more vigilant redress of the issues ers,” Campita added.
Participating jobseekers may avail
of unemployment, underemployment and
jobs mismatch in the region,” Department themselves onsite of various pre-emof Labor and Employment (DOLE) Regional ployment services from DOLE’s partner
agencies such as Social Security System,
Director Zenaida Angara-Campita said.
“Having close partnership with PhilHealth, Philippine Statistics Authority,
the Bases Conversion and Development Bureau of Internal Revenue, and Philippine
Authority as well as with our allied-part- Drug Enforcement Agency.
To render efficiency in filling-up
ner agencies, we are positive that more
Filipinos will land a good job this year,” the Skills Registration System Forms, jobseekers may already pre-register at the
Campita added.
About 6,972 careers will be avail- nearest Public Employment Service Office
able for local employment from 64 partici- in their respective areas prior to May 1.
This year’s Job Fair shall be conpating companies.
DOLE is expecting around 3,597 ducted alongside two other significant
job vacancies for overseas employment activities. First is the groundbreaking cerfrom 16 recruitment agencies, as pro- emony of the DOLE-OFW Hospital at the
cessed by the Philippine Overseas Employ- PEO Compound in barangay Sindalan,
City of San Fernando and a visit of DOLE
ment Administration.
Most job vacancies for local em- Officials and other guests to the National
ployment include production operators, Government Administrative Center in New
customer service representatives, col- Clark City.
Aside from Pampanga, as similar
lection specialists, cashiers, retail / sales
agents, accounts specialists, service crews, Job Fair will be held at Waltermart in Cabanatuan City also on May 1, Bulacan Caputility staff, baggers and skilled sewers.
On the other hand, most vacan- itol Gymnasium in Malolos City on April 30,
cies available for overseas employment in- and Municipal Covered Court in Bocaue,
clude factory workers, carpenters, nurses, Bulacan on May 2. (PIA 3)
machine operators, welders, house work-

BALIWAG, Bulacan -- Lalong dinagsa ng libu-libong mga mananampalataya at turista ang Bulacan nitong Biyernes Santo dahil sa walong sa mga pinakamahahabang
prusisyon sa bansa tuwing Semana Santa.
Sinabi ni Provincial History, Arts
& Culture and Tourism Office Head Eliseo
Dela Cruz na batay sa listahan ng Esculturas Religiosas en Las Filipinas at Department of Tourism ay sa bayan ng Baliwag
natutunghayan ang pinakamahabang
prusisyon sa bansa na may 121 karosa.
Pinangangasiwaan ito ng Parokya ng San
Agustin na nasa barangay Poblacion.
Taun-taon, kasing laki ng taas ng
tangkad ng tao o life-size ang mga rebulto na inililibot sa may limang kilometrong
ruta. Tuwing Biyernes Santo ay dinadagsa ng daang-libong mga mananampalatayang Katoliko at mga turista ang Baliwag
upang panooring ang pinakamahabang
prusisyon na tumatagal ng limang oras

mula 6:00pm-11:00pm.
Ang Pulilan naman ay may 120
karosa sa pangunguna ng Parokya ng
San Isidro Labrador.
Ito ay sinundan ng 69 sa Parokya
ng Sto. Nino sa Bustos, tig 62 sa Parokya ng Santiago Apostol sa Paombong
at Parokya ng San Isidro Labrador sa
Bulakan, 55 sa Parokya ng St. Martin of
Tours sa Bocaue, 54 sa Parokya ng Nuestra Senyora de Asuncion sa Poblacion ng
Bulakan at 48 sa Parokya ng San Miguel
Arcangel sa bayan ng San Miguel.
Binigyang diin naman ni Dela
Cruz na hindi lamang isang malaking
oportunidad sa industriya ng turismo
ng Bulacan, kundi isang patotoo sa lakas
ng pananampalataya ng bawat Bulakenyo at malaking pagpapasalamat nito sa
mga biyayang ipinagkaloob sa pagpapaunlad ng kabuhayan. (PIA 3)

Nominasyon para sa Gintong
Kabataan Awards 2019
LUNGSOD NG MALOLOS--Tumatanggap
na ng nominasyon ang pamahalaang panlalawigan ng Bulacan para sa Gintong Kabataan Awards o GKA 2019.
Ayon kay Provincial Youth, Sports,
and Public Employment Service Office o
PYSPESO Head Elizabeth Alonzo, ang GKA
ay taunang parangal na inilalaan para sa
mga natatanging kabataang Bulakenyo na
nagsilbing huwaran ng ibang kabataan at
patuloy na kinikilala sa buong bansa at
maging sa buong mundo.
Kabilang sa mga kategorya nito
ang Gintong Kabataan sa Kagalingang
Pang-akademya at Agham (High School
at College Level), Gintong Kabataan sa
Larangan ng Sining at Kultura (Indibidwal at Grupo), Gintong Kabataang Entreprenyur, Natatanging Sangguniang Kabataan (Chairperson at Council), Gintong

Kabataan sa Larangan ng Paglilingkod sa
Pamayanan (Indibidwal at Grupo), Gintong Kabataang Manggagawa (Professional Worker, Skilled Worker at Government Employee), Gintong Kabataan
sa Larangan ng Isports (Indibidwal at
Grupo), at Gintong Kabataang Bayani.
Ang mga nominado ay dapat
15-35 taong gulang na may dugong Bulakenyo o naninirahan sa Bulacan sa nakaraang tatlong taon.
Maaring isumite ang mga nominasyon sa tanggapan ng PYSPESO na
nasa Livelihood Training Center ng Capitol Compound sa lungsod ng Malolos
hanggang Hunyo 14. Ang mga may katanungan ay maaring tumawag o magtext sa mga numerong (044) 791-9252
o 09063787829. (PIA 3)

IN THE NAVY

Update: CARAT Exercise
From Task Force 73 Public Affairs
SINGAPORE (NNS) -- EDITOR'S NOTE: The
U.S. Navy and Sri Lankan Navy jointly
agreed to conclude the Cooperation Afloat
and Readiness Training (CARAT) exercise
due to the attacks in Sri Lanka. All U.S. personnel involved in CARAT are accounted for
and redeployment is in progress. We fully
support our Sri Lankan partners during this
tragic situation and offer our deepest condolences for all of the victims.
At the beginning of the exercise, we had the
following story:
Commander, Task Force 73 announced April 19 the beginning of the 25th
annual Cooperation Afloat Readiness and
Training (CARAT) exercise series between
the U.S. Navy, U.S. Marine Corps and the
armed forces of partner nations.
CARAT, the U.S. Navy's oldest and
longest continually-running regional exercise in South and Southeast Asia, strengthens partnerships between regional navies
and enhances maritime security cooperation throughout the Indo-Pacific.
“Twenty-five years of CARAT
speaks for the enduring partnerships in
this region," said U.S. Navy Rear Adm. Joey
Tynch, commander, Task Force 73. "CARAT
represents a quarter century of partners
and allies in the region bringing their enthusiasm, knowledge, and perspectives to this
exercise. CARAT also represents our future
continuing to work together and strengthening our relationships."
Each CARAT exercise features a
shore phase with professional symposia
and a robust at-sea phase that incorporates
complex evolutions that increase combined
operations. Both feature a broad range of
naval competencies ranging from explosive
ordnance disposal and live-fire gunnery exercises to search and rescue and humanitarian assistance and disaster response.
CARAT also builds personal relationships
through professional exchanges, sports and
social events, community service projects
and band concerts.
“CARAT is an adaptable and evolving exercise,” said Lt. Cmdr. Emilie Krajan,
theater security cooperation officer for Task
Force 73. “We work together with each
partner nation as they develop tailored scenarios to address our shared maritime security concerns.”
The CARAT series begins at sea in
the southern region of the island nation of
Sri Lanka, where U.S. Sailors and Marines
join the Sri Lanka Armed Forces to conduct
partnered training focused on building interoperability and strengthening relationships, along with sharing best practices.
The week-long exercise at Hamantota port, located at the southern part of
the country, will offer Sailors and Marines
a chance to conduct underwater diving sessions, combat lifesaving training and practice small boat maneuvers. Navy Seabees
will also be working with the Sri Lankan

SM Foundation Holds Screening
of Scholar Applicants
SINGAPORE (April 19, 2019) A logo commemorating 25 years of exercise Cooperation Afloat
Readiness and Training. (U.S. Navy graphic
by Mass Communication Specialist 2nd Class
Christopher Veloicaza/Released)

Navy civil engineering branch to renovate
an elementary school in the nearby area.
Sri Lankan sailors will have the
chance to serve aboard Navy vessels for
hands-on learning during the at-sea phase
of the exercise to increase interoperability
between the two countries. U.S. assets participating include the Arleigh-Burke class
guided-missile destroyer USS Spruance
(DDG 90), Military Sealift Command expeditionary fast transport ship USNS Millinocket
(T-EPF 3) and a P-8 Poseidon maritime patrol aircraft.
The CARAT exercise began in 1995
and remains a model of cooperation that
has evolved in complexity and enables partner navies to refine operations and tactics in
response to traditional and non-traditional
maritime security challenges. Its continuing
relevance for a quarter century speaks to
the high quality of training and the enduring value of maritime cooperation among
allies and partners in South and Southeast
Asia.
CARAT builds upon other engagements in South Asia, Southeast Asia and the
Pacific region, including Pacific Partnership,
the largest annual multilateral humanitarian assistance and disaster relief preparedness mission, Maritime Training Activity
Malaysia, Maritime Training Activity Sama
Sama (Philippines), Pacific Griffin with Singapore and Southeast Asia Cooperation and
Training (SEACAT), which involves nearly a
dozen partner nations. These engagements
bring naval forces together routinely based
on shared values and maritime security interests.
As U.S. 7th Fleet's executive agent
for theater security cooperation in South
and Southeast Asia, Commander, Task Force
73 and Destroyer Squadron 7 conduct advanced planning, organize resources, and
directly support the execution of CARAT and
other engagements in the region.

SM Foundation, Inc. thru its College Scholarship Program has conducted the screening
and examination of applicants at SM City Olongapo Downtown recently, with students
from Senior High Schools of Olongapo, Zambales and Bataan.
“I learned about the scholarship through our teacher in school, they told us to apply online, and so I did. I hope I’ll be able to pass the screening,” said one of the students
during his interview.
SM Scholarship program aims to help provide quality education to bright but underprivileged senior high school graduates. One good thing about the scholarship is that student
can work in the company of his choice when he graduates.
The scholarship includes free matriculation fee, monthly allowance, student can enroll
in courses leading to degrees in Computer Science, Information Technology, Information
Management, Electronics and Communications Engineering, Computer Engineering, Civil
Engineering, Electrical Engineering, Mechanical Engineering, Elementary and Secondary
Education and Accountancy.
In addition, scholars can enjoy the annual activities such as the general assembly,
recollection, sportsfest, Christmas party, summer and Christmas break jobs at the SM
stores and job offers after graduation from SM that is significantly present in most, if not
all, the commercial centers in the country.
The SM College Scholarship Program started with Henry Sy Sr.'s vision: “to send
one child from a less fortunate family to college so that the scholar could qualify for a
better paying job and afford to send a sibling to school upon graduation. By repeating the
cycle, the family is hoped to overcome poverty.” Starting with 100 scholars in 1993, the
Scholarship Program has produced over 1,900 graduates, now employed in their chosen
fields. More than 1,300 scholars are currently enrolled in the Foundation's 82 partner
colleges and universities nationwide.
Successful applicants will be notified through phone call by the end of April.

Eggciting Easter at SM Olongapo Downtown

USS America, USS New Orleans to Forward Deploy
to Japan; USS Stethem, USS Wasp to Return to U.S.

Official U.S. Navy file photo of the amphibious assault ship USS America (LHA 6).
From Commander, Naval Forces Japan
Public Affairs
SASEBO, Japan (NNS) -- The U.S. Navy announced today that the amphibious assault ship USS America (LHA 6) and landing platform dock USS New Orleans (LPD
18) will become part of the U.S. 7th Fleet
forward-deployed naval forces (FDNF)
in Sasebo, Japan. The guided-missile destroyer USS Stethem (DDG 63) will shift its
homeport to San Diego for its midlife modernization and the amphibious assault ship
USS Wasp (LHD 1) will shift its homeport
to Norfolk to undergo scheduled maintenance.
America is capable of supporting
the Joint Strike Fighter (F-35B) as part of an
embarked U.S. Marine Corps Air Combat
Element (ACE).
The United States values Japan's
contributions to the peace, security and
stability of the Indo-Pacific and its longterm commitment and hospitality in hosting U.S. forces forward deployed there.
These forces, along with their counterparts
in the Japan Self-Defense Forces, make up
the core capabilities needed by the alliance

to meet our common strategic objectives.
The security environment in the
Indo-Pacific requires that the U.S. Navy station the most capable ships forward. This
posture allows the most rapid response
times possible for maritime and joint forces, and brings our most capable ships with
the greatest amount of striking power and
operational capability to bear in the timeliest manner.
Maintaining an FDNF capability
supports the United States' commitment
to the defense of Japan and the security
and stability of the vital Indo-Pacific region.
America will provide the Marine
Corps with a means of combat operations utilizing the newest technologically
advanced aircraft Joint Strike Fighter, the
F-35B Lightning II. New Orleans is capable
of ship-to-shore movement by tilt-rotor
and helicopter. In addition to combat operations, both ships can conduct humanitarian-assistance operations. Maintaining the
most advanced ships is vital to support the
United States' commitment to the security,
stability and prosperity of the Indo-Pacific
region.

More than 150 kids in their cutest and most colorful Easter costumes enjoyed the
Easter celebration at SM City Olongapo Downtown with instant prizes from QR
wall, egg hunt maze and kids robotics egg painting.

