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Big Stars in the 2nd Subic Bay Int’l Film Festival
SIX (6) films which made the cut at the 
screening of entries to the 2nd Subic Bay 
International Film Festival (SBIFF) will start 
showing on Friday, June 21 until June 23, at 
the Harbor Point Mall, Ayala Malls Cinema, 
in the Subic Bay Freeport Zone.
	 “As in last year’s festival, entrance 
to the showing of the 6 films for the entire 
three days, as well as the Awards Night, will 
be free to the general public ” said SBIFF Fes-
tival Director and Managing Partner Vic V. 
Vizcocho, Jr.
	 In an earlier announcement, Co-Fes-
tival Director Arlyn dela Cruz named the suc-
cessful entries as follows:
- Tell Me Your Dreams, a film by Director An-
thony Hernandez which stars multi-awarded 
actress Aiko Melendez, with Regino Hernan-
dez and Teresita Cham Gutierrez as executive 
producers;
- Rendezvous, written and directed by Mar-
vin Gabas, starring Jiana Aurigue and Gina 
Pareno, with Enoch Cruz as executive produc-
er.
- 1957, written and directed by Hubert Tibi, 
stars Richard Quan and Romwaldo Martin 
with Dr. Milagros How as executive producer;
- Kids of War, directed by Mike P. Silva with 
Randy Carido and Gloria Carido as executive 
producers, stars Richard Quan and Romwal-
do Martin;
- Jesusa, starring veteran actress Sylvia San-
chez, written and directed by Ronaldo C. Car-
ballo, with Jean Hidalgo and Junelle Rayos as 
executive producers; and,
- Maid in London, starring Andi Eigenmann 
and directed by Danni H. Ugali with Vic del 
Rosario, Jr. and BL Panganiban as executive 
producers. 
	 Aside from the stars of the entries, 
expected to attend the Awards Night is vet-
eran actress and Superstar Nora Aunor, who 
will be receiving a life-time achievement 
award, veteran cinematographer Romy Vi-
tug, also an awardee, and 2018 SBIFF Best 
Actor RS Francisco.
	 SBIFF’s life-time achievement 
awardee, along with veteran director El-
wood Perez. Best actress was Tessie Tomas 
and Best Picture was RS Francisco’s Boy In-
tsik.
	 According to Vizcocho, all the quali-
fiers have a pretty good chance to snatch the 
major pricz, thus, the stiff competition.
	 Subic Bay Metropolitan Authority 
(SBMA) Chair and Administrator Wilma T. 
Eisma will be guest speaker, with Olongapo 
City Mayor Rolen C. Paulino joining the at-
tending celebrities.

SUBIC BAY FREEPORT — After a total of 
30 cruise ship arrivals here since Febru-
ary last year and more visits expected 
before the yearend, the Subic Bay Met-
ropolitan Authority (SBMA) plans to de-
velop a cruise ship-handling protocol to 
sustain the growth of this booming in-
dustry.
	 SBMA Chairman and Administra-
tor Wilma T. Eisma said she had instruct-
ed the agency’s Cruise Ship Committee 
to produce a manual or guidebook for 
better management and sustainability of 
cruise ship arrivals. 
	 “We have been successful so far 
in carving a new tourism niche in Subic 
with this booming cruise industry, and in 
order to sustain this growth we have to 
incorporate best practices into a struc-
tured system,” Eisma said.
	 “We also have to institutionalize 
the process of handling cruise ships so 
that we can provide quality service and 
effective assistance to the passengers 

The cruise ship Costa Atlantica docks at the Alava Wharf in the Subic Bay Freeport 
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The Pundaquit Virtuosi of Casa San Miguel is 
currentlly on a European tour.
	 Led by internartionally recognized  
Violinist Alfonso “Coke” Bolipata, the string 
orchestra group count among its members 
children from families of fishermen and 
farmers from local communities of Zam-
bales, Pampanga and Bataan.
ccordiong to Boli[ata, he started teaching 
12 kids under a tree, thus, he is  proud to 
present the skills of Pundaquit to their Eu-
ropean audiences and shared his advocacy 
in using music education as an instrument 
to aid Zambales locals cope with their daily 
struggles.
	 The Pundaquit Virtuosi performed 
their second recital in the garden of the 
Philippine Embassy in Brussels before the 
members of the Filipino community, some 
of whom were emotional to the group’s pro-
duction.

Casa San Miguel Pundaquit 
Virtuosi toursEurope

The Pundaquit Virtuosi of Casa San Miguel at the Philippines Embassy in Brussels 
Belgium for their second European Tour performance 2019

	 Brussels-based Filipino pianist Mi-
chael L. Cu was also present during the con-
cert and imparted his unique experiences as 
a Filipino musician studying in a European 
territory.
	 The pride of Zambales will visit eight 
(8) european countries.
	 The are: Miguel Angelo Estrada, 
Ashley Hao, Cent Romanban, Ghio Kharylle 
Esteban, Augustine Dioneda, Kathleen Anne 
Sarreal, Isaiah Mari Regojos Lipana, Sham-
mah Rophe Alegado, Angelo Miguel Delos 
Santos, Gabriel Art Mendoza, Ace Sanchez, 
Renee Vie Soterio, Zildjian Faith Marcos, 
Hannah Garcia, Arlene Sanchez Arcena, Ki-
anne Esteban, Aries Miko Lorca, Joven Reo-
lizo Aquisap, Gabriel Gene Regojos, Ralf Ar-
ian Verano Albeza, Michael Simon Maycong 
Tabon, Remed Gio Soriano, Nehm Lipana, 
Jan Christopher Danauto, RoseBelle Cama, 
Glenn Aquias, and Immanuel Nico Dioneda.

Philippine Ambassador to France H.E. Ma. Theresa Lazaro with members of Pundaquit 
Virtuosi and its musical director Mr. Alfonso Bolipata (front row, 3rd from left) and resi-
dent conductor Maestro Ruggero Barbieri (front row, 5th from left).

COLLEVILLE-MONTGOMERY, France -- Chief of Naval Operations (CNO) Adm. John Rich-
ardson attends the French Commando Ceremony led by heads of navy from France, 
the United Kingdom, Norway, Australia, Canada, and the U.S. Richardson is traveling to 
Normandy and London to participate in the 75th anniversary of the D-Day landings and 
the Queen's Birthday Parade. (U.S. Navy photo by Chief Mass Communication Specialist 
Nick Brown)

IN THE NAVY

and crew of the visiting vessels, as well 
as their ship agents,” she added.
	 According to the SBMA Tourism 
Department, a total of 19 cruise ship ar-
rivals were recorded here last year, with 
the Italian-flagged Costa Atlantica set-
ting the record at 14 visits. The rest were 
made by three other cruise ships: twice 
by SuperStar Gemini , which is operated 
by Star Cruises; once by Ovation of the 
Seas, which is owned by Royal Caribbe-
an International; and twice by World 
Dream, operated by Dream Cruises.
	 Each of the arrivals brought in an 
average of 3,500 tourists who disembark 
in Subic and then go on tours of various 
destinations in the Subic Bay Freeport 
Zone, as well as the neighboring commu-
nities of Olongapo City, Clark Freeport, 
and the provinces of Zambales and Bata-
an.
	 Last year, the Central Luzon Re-
gional Development Council cited the 
SBMA for developing Subic into a pre-
mier cruise ship destination in the coun-
try and noted that cruise ship arrivals in 
Subic had generated more than P85-mil-
lion worth of economic activity in the 
first eight months alone. 
	 Meanwhile, 11 cruise ship arriv-
als have been recorded this year: seven 
for World Dream and four for Costa At-

lantica. The latest was on May 16, when 
Costa Atlantica docked with with 2,000 
passengers and 800 crew and officers. 
	 Eisma also said that the SBMA’s 
successful initiative to develop  comple-
mentation programs with nearby com-
munities to offer curated experiences to 
tourists now make it necessary to devel-
op a protocol for handling cruise ship ar-
rivals. 
	 SBMA Senior Deputy Administra-
tor for Port Operations Marcelino San-
qui, who is also chairman of the SBMA 
Cruise Ship Committee, said that they 
will produce a handbook that will con-
tain step-by-step procedures from the 
moment a cruise ship enters Subic Bay, 
drops anchor at Alava Wharf, disembarks 
its passengers, and so forth.
	 “The handbook may also help 
inform the passengers of the do’s and 
don’ts in Subic, such as our No Smoking 
and No Littering policies. This will also 
include road directions and emergency 
numbers,” Sanqui added.
	 The handbook, Sanqui also said, 
may be uploaded on the SBMA web-
page so that would-be visitors to Subic 
may get to know the attractions in and 
around Subic Bay area and learn how to 
conduct themselves while in the area. 

ARABIAN SEA. Gunner's Mate 1st Class Brandon Ahrens, from Littleton, Colo., fires a shot 
line to the dry cargo and ammunition ship USNS Cesar Chavez (T-AKE 14) during a replen-
ishment-at-sea aboard the Arleigh Burke-class guided-missile destroyer USS Bainbridge 
(DDG 96). Bainbridge is deployed to the U.S. 5th Fleet areas of operations in support of 
naval operations to ensure maritime stability and security in the Central Region, connect-
ing the Mediterranean and Pacific through the Western Indian Ocean and three strategic 
choke points. (U.S. Navy photo by Mass Communication Specialist 3rd Class Jason Waite)
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AROUND CENTRAL LUZON 
SM City Olongapo Downtown wins 
in 2019 APAC Stevie Awards

Sisimulan sa Hulyo ang 
papalapad Expressway

Pirmado na ng NLEX Corporation at Sta. Clara International Corporation ang P1.6 
bilyon kontrata para sa pagpapalapad ng Subic Freeport Expressway. Nakatak-
dang simulan ang proyekto sa ngayong Hulyo. (NLEX Corporation)

Bagong toll fees sa SCTEX

Makikita sa larawan ang magiging presyo ng toll fee sa Subic-Clark-Tarlac Express-
way simula sa Hunyo 14.  Ito ay mula sa Mabiga interchange sa lungsod ng Ma-
balacat sa Pampanga hanggang Tipo sa bukana ng Subic Bay Freeport at mula 
Mabiga hanggang La Paz, Tarlac. (NLEX Corporation)

SM City Olongapo scored 1 Silver award for its Playdate Project campaign (Innovation 
for Entertainment Events) – at the prestigious 2019 Asia-Pacific Stevie Awards night, 
recently held at the InterContinental Hotel in Singapore. These win was 1 of the 45 
Stevie Awards received by SM Supermalls that garnered the company with the highly 
coveted Grand Stevie for ‘Most Honored Organization.’

LUNGSOD NG MALOLOS-- Ipatutupad na 
simula ngayong sa Hunyo 14 ang 51 sen-
timong pag-angat sa toll fee sa kada kilo-
metro sa Subic-Clark-Tarlac Expressway o 
SCTEX.
	 Ito ay matapos aprubahan ng Toll 
Regulatory Board o TRB ang dati nang pe-
tisyon ng Bases Conversion Development 
Authority o BCDA noong 2011. 
	 Inilahad ni NLEX Corporation Cor-
porate Communications Head Kit Ventura 
na base sa inaprubahan ng TRB, madadag-
dagan ng P20 ang toll fee ng Class 1 o mga 
sasakyang apat ang gulong na mag-uump-
isang pumasok sa SCTEX mula sa Mabiga 
Interchange sa lungsod ng Mabalacat hang-
gang sa La Paz, Tarlac.
	 Ang mga Class 2 o mga bus at mali-
liit na trak ay P40 at ang mga Class 3 naman 
gaya ng malalaking trak at mga may hinihila 
ay P60. 
	 Kung papuntang Subic Bay naman 
mula sa Mabiga Interchange, 32 ang idada-
gdag sa mga Class 1, P66 sa mga Class 2 at 
P98 sa mga Class 3.
	 Binigyang diin pa ni Ventura na 
mula nang hinawakan ng NLEX Corporation 
ang konsesyon para sa operasyon ng SCTEX 

noong 2015, namuhunan na ang kumpa-
nya para mapanatiling maganda ang kali-
dad ng daan at mga imprastraktrua sa 94 
kilometrong expressway. 
	 Una na rito ay nang pinag-isa na 
ang electronic toll collecting system ng 
NLEX at SCTEX upang hindi na humaba 
ang pila sa pagbabayad ng toll fee ng mga 
sasakyang nagmumula sa NLEX at uma-
akyat sa SCTEX. Noong 2017 naman, mul-
ing inaspaltohan ang noo’y magagaspang 
nang kalsada ng SCTEX mula sa La Paz, 
Tarlac hanggang Tipo sa bukana ng Subic 
Bay Freeport.
	 Sinimulan din ang pagpapalaki ng 
mga interchange at pagdadagdag ng mga 
toll booths partikular na sa Tipo at Mab-
iga. Iba pa rito ang paglalagay ng 24 oras 
na traffic monitoring at roadside services, 
mga makabagong closed-circuit television 
cameras at pagtatayo ng Traffic Control 
Room upang masegurong ligtas ang mga 
nagbibiyahe sa SCTEX.
	 Kaugnay nito, sa konsesyon na 
pinasok ng NLEX Corporation para pama-
halaan ang SCTEX, 50 porsyento ng mga 
nakokolektang toll fee sa SCTEX ay sosyo 
para sa BCDA. (PIA 3)
 

LUNGSOD NG MALOLOS, -- Tuloy na ang 
gagawing pagpapalapad sa ngayo’y sa-
lubungang Subic Freeport Expressway o 
SFEX.
	 Ayon kay NLEX Corporation Cor-
porate Communications Head Kit Ven-
tura, nakatakdang simulan ang proyekto 
ngayong Hulyo matapos lumagda sa kon-
trata ang NLEX Corporation at Sta. Clara 
International Corporation para sa P1.6 bi-
lyon SFEX Capacity Expansion Project. 
	 Sa kasalukuyan, salubungan ang 
SFEX at nagiging tatlong linya lamang ka-
pag pababa o paakyat ang kalsada.
	 Dahil dito, kapag ang isang maliit 
na sasakyan ay may kasunod na malaki 
at mahahabang trak na mabagal sa pag-
akyat, hindi na makalagpas ang mga sa-
sakyan na nagdudulot ng pagkakaroon ng 
mahabang pila dahil mababagal na takbo. 
	 Kaya’t gagawa ng panibagong 
dalawang linyang daan upang ang kasa-

lukuyang salubungan ay maging tig-da-
lawang linya sa magkabilang panig. Ang 
nag-iisang tunnel at tulay sa kahabaan 
ng SFEX ay gagawing dalawa, na ipapan-
tay sa magiging lapad ng nasabing ex-
pressway.  Lalagyan din ito ng express-
way-standard LED lights upang matiyak 
na ligtas bumiyahe sa bulubunduking 
SFEX.
	 Taong 1995 nang unang ipinaga-
wa ni noo’y Pangulong Fidel V. Ramos 
ang SFEX bilang gateway sa Subic Bay 
Freeport Zone para sa 1996 Asia Pacific 
Economic Cooperation Leaders’ Sum-
mit. Nang magawa ang Subic-Clark-Tar-
lac Expressway, ikinabit ito sa SFEX sa 
bahagi ng Tipo.
	 Aprubado na rin ng Toll Regu-
latory Board ang proyekto. Ang NLEX 
Corporation ay binigyang ng konsesyon 
ng pamahalaan upang pangasiwaan ang 
operasyon at modernisasyon ng SFEX. 
(PIA )

	 SM City Olongapo Downtown 
bagged 1 Silver Stevie in the prestigious 
2019 Asia-Pacific Stevie Awards for its 
Playdate Project campaign under the In-
novation in Entertainment Events at the 
recently concluded awards night, held at 
the InterContinental Hotel in Singapore. 
These win was 1 of the 45 Stevie Awards 
bagged by SM Supermalls that garnered 
also the company with the most coveted 
Grand Stevie for ‘Most Honored Organiza-
tion.’ 
	 “We are thankful and truly elat-
ed by these validations of our hard work, 
dedication and passion to offer family fun 
for our valued customers. We strive to do 
this through constant innovation and of-
fering nothing but the best activities and 
experiences for shoppers in SM malls na-
tionwide,” said SM Supermalls COO Steven 
Tan.
	 Playdate Project, a region-wide 
campaign involving SM City Tarlac and 
neighboring SM Supermalls such as SM 
City Olongapo, SM City Cabanatuan and 
SM Megacenter Cabanatuan held 4 Sat-
urdays of fun activities for kids aged 4-12 
years old in March 2018. Different activa-

tions involved being a little chef and baris-
ta, being your own Picasso through an art 
workshop and basically, gaining new play-
mates throughout the sessions.
	 SM won 2 Gold Awards for the 
Entertainment Apps and Corporate Web-
sites categories, namely the #AweSM Logo 
Hunt Mobile App and the SM Supermalls 
Corporate Website. SM also nabbed 24 Sil-
ver Awards and 19 Bronze Awards. Various 
SM malls – from Quezon City to Baguio to 
Cagayan de Oro – clinched awards for their 
innovative and entertainment events.
	 The Stevies, previously known as 
The American Business Awards and then 
The International Business Awards, is the 
only business awards program that recog-
nizes innovation in the workplace in all 22 
nations of the Asia-Pacific region. The Ste-
vie Awards are widely considered as the 
world's premier business awards that con-
fer recognitions for outstanding programs, 
such as The International Business Awards 
which is already on its 16th year. The focus 
of all categories in the Asia-Pacific Stevie 
Awards is now on innovation: innovation 
in all its forms, in every aspect of work life 
and achievement.

INDEPENDENCE DAY SA SM

SM Olongapo Downtown’s version of Philippine flag patterned to Tic Tac Toe puzzle.

SM Olongapo Downtown celebrates Independence Day with the appearance of Girl 
Scouts of the Philippines Olongapo Chapter, (from R-L) SM City Olongapo Downtown 
Asst. Mall Manager Denmark Desolo, Asst. Mall Manager Michelle Chua, Olongapo 
Vice Mayor Aquilino Cortez, City Councilor Dr. Lugie Lipumano, Miss Olongapo 2019 
Judie Anne Flores and SM PR Manager Nette Mortel.




